160 REFORM AND THE LATERAN COUNCIL OF 1215
A distinction was made between the clerk with a wife
and the clerk with a concubine. If the latter sinned more
grievously, in practice the former appears to have been
more frequently and more severely punished. Both papal
and episcopal registers speak of the abuse by which sons
of clerks succeeded their father in their benefices, and it
was probably to prevent this that the laws against marriage
were strictly enforced. In the years 1221, 1222, and 1223
papal mandates were sent to the Bishops of Coventry,
Durham, the Archbishop of York, the Bishops of Lincoln,
Worcester, and London, to remove from their benefices
married clerks and those who succeeded their fathers.1
There are a number of references in the registers to clerks
being deprived on account of matrimony,* Only in one
place have we found the Lateran Council quoted in a case
concerning married clerks, viz. in that of a clerk in the
diocese of Chichester said to have two wives by papal dis-
pensation. This dispensation was claimed to be invalid
since it was clearly c against the statutes of the General
Council'.3 Sometimes clerks apparently resigned their
cure of souls in order to take a wife, and Matthew Paris
tells of John of Gatesden cvir prudens in agendis et
strenuus, jam multis, sua procurante industria, laicis ditatus
possessionibus, filiam cuiusdam nobilis dominae Roisiae de
Bruis sibi matrimonio copulans, curam exuens animarum
periculosam, ad magnorum procerum dignitatem ad-
volavit *.4
The articles of inquiry issued by Hugh of Wells in the
diocese of Lincoln in 1230,5 by M. Roger Weseham in
the diocese of Coventry and Lichfield in 1252,* those pub-
lished in 1253 and quoted in the Burton Annals7 and
which may have preceded the provincial visitation of Arch-
bishop Boniface,8 and Grosseteste's letter to the archdeacons
1	Col. Papal Letters, i. 79, 80, 84, 85, 86, 90 5 see also pp. 149, 190, 260.
2	Rot, Hugh of Wells, ii. 55; Rot. Rob. Grosseteste, p. 28 ; Rot. Ric. Gravesend,
pp. 192,193 ; Reg. Walter Bronescombe, p. 123; see also Reg. Walter Gtffard, p. 26.
3	Royal Letters, i. 277.	4 Ckron. Maj. iv. 403.	s Concilia, i. 627.
6 Ann. Mon. (Burton) L 296-8.                         7 Ibid., p. 307 seq.
8 An interesting and unusual set of Articles of Inquiry is included in the
Burton Annals introduced by the somewhat startling- comment that * eodem anno
(i.e. 1253) factae sunt inquisitiones subsequent® persingulas et universasdioeceses
totius regni Angliae de vita et conversadone clericorum et laicorum *. These Articles

